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Executive Assistant to the Director 16 My 1952

Assistant to the Director

Drew Pearsen's Column fqr 1Sundayf”‘ mm

i :

The foliowing is ;a‘n,item' from D_réw Pearsonts column for'S\'mday.,‘ -
May 18, It was given me by Tris Coffin, : :

"Central Intelligence has warned omimously that the Communists
may-tey to capture Berlin as the next #ove in the international .
- cheeker game for comtrol of Germany, < Our agents -have learned of
' 'a Communist plan to march East German People's Police into Berlin
and take the city by force in a propaganda bid for German unity,
The plan was supposed to have been presented to the top commanders
of East Germany's police fores. in a secret meeting in Silesia.

v  "But though the Red Army Lsroportadly masterminaing the coup,‘
- Russia is supposed to remain officially aloof and pretend to be a
‘disinterested neutral, - . , ,

B "General Bedell Smith, chief of Central Intelligence, considered
4 ~ the report so important that he delivered it personally to General

% Omar Bradley, chairman of the Joint'Ghlefs of Staff, However, other
intelligence experts point out that thé Communists seldom telegraph

a major move, and that intelligence leaks are often deliberate,"

C. B, HANSEN
Colonel,. USAF
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16 May 1952

MEMORANDUM FOR PARK ARMSTRONO

Herewith is & roundup yespecting the situation
in Berlin which was prepared ss a matter of urgency by
the Board of National Estimates, tut wes not coordinated
outside CIA. The Director tock this paper to the Wilte
House this merning.

Copiss of this p aptrm’b‘mgsent%JWW
fwmmuummmmofmmcmnorsmf
mmmemnwithméwampcncymorm
Berlin recently drafted by State and Defense,

1OFTUS B, BECKER
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May 16, 1952

MEMDRANDUM FOR LT. GENERAL WALTER BEDELL SMITH
' DIRECTOR OF GENTRAL INTELLIGEW" :

I concur in the draft menorandum and its recommendations which
you have prepared for the President and which you transmitted to us with
. Jour note of May 14, but would 'suggest two changes in wording.

The word "report” in the second sentence of the Pirst paragraph would
be less osafusing if it were changed to Yanalysis" in order to make it
clear that what is referred to is this paper you are submitting and net
Mr, Grayt's repert itselr,

In the fifth paragraph, I suggest that the wording be changed to make
our recommendatien to the President a little less pressing. It would be
_ better to have the first part of that first sentenee read:

"On the ather hand, from its study of the report and in
light of the presemt world situation, the Board fesls that it
would be helpful 1f, at an appropriate opportunity, you chase
to restate to the country and to the world , . @

The State Department has two specifie reservations about s publie
statement by the President on the subject of psychological warfare., In
the first place, we feel that the oceasion of such a speech should be
carefully selected and should be Justified by some current event, 4
speech on this subject otherwisge night be oonfusing, In the sesond place
ve feel, as I am sure you do too, that public speeches about psychological
warfare operations may in faet impair the effectivensss of those operations,
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